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i Bur this I conſeſs unto thee, that after the way which'they call hereſy ® work 
ip Laibe God of my Father: ; beheviug all things which are ritten in the tawy, 
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and the Prophets. e Et. TY HS. e 
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e Apd Lbave hope towards God, which they themſelves alſo allow, that there 
mall be a rcturrection of the dead, both of the juſt and unjuſt. . | 
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From my not having for ſome time pall "INLET 
ed the meeting. of the Religious Society I was 


born and educated amongſt, or any other place] 


of public Worſhip, and from my having, on all 
occaſions, fpoken very freely againſt Superſtition 


and Priefi-craft, Perſecution, Tithes &c. I ap- 
prehend it has been maliciouſſy repreſented by 


ſome, and believed by others, that I muſt be either 


an Atbeiſt or a Deiſt. And I ſhall here, as a ge- 
neral anſwer, repeat the reply I made when accu- 
ſed on this ſubje&. viz. © That I had a Church 
«jn my own boſom, which ar preſent, I was per- 
_ fealy ſatisfied with; and that there was alſo a 
** parſon i in the pulpit, who preached ſound doc- 


|< trine, without demanding any Tirhes.” But I 


think it neceſſary, in my own juſtification, to , 
publiſh my Religious principles: and which I can't o 


do better than by extracts from the preface to a 


Porldy which I have made ſome progreſs in col- 


PR. D. E. 


| General Hiſtory of the Religion of all Nations in the 


lecting materials for, and which continues, atf 
HW to o be the amuſement of oy leifure hours. 


progreſs from the -earheſt ages; and by exhibiting 4 in 
proper li ght, the ridiculous, abſurd opinions, cuſtoms/a and 


have engroſſed the attention of Mankind, from thè creation 
of the World, down to the preſent age; by expoſing Idolztry 
and Superſtition, Prieſt-craft and Perſecution, under What 


1 ſtem of Virtue, Morality, Charity and Benevaltnees dawn J 


1s the foundation of all True ay. cod <7 eee 
; * & 2 1 . A TJ, 1 #2 "Py 2 as ' Thi iſ 


EXTRACTS, 
FROM THE PREFA CE, Sc. 


] 


(CONSIDERING the many Gongs Tl that have 
been wrote on Religion, the Idea of adding one to the num- 
ber, may indeed ſeem to ſtand in ſome need of an apolog 

—— But I will venture to aſſert, and I think I ſpeak mach 
within compaſs, that more than two thirds of the Books 
that have already been publiſhed on this ſubject, are} 
controverſial, and many of thoſe, on mere ſpeculatixe 
points of Divinity, which have not tended to the edifica- 
tion or benefit either of the diſpurants or their readers. : 7 


The preſent work 1s of a very different nature. 1 have 
no wiſh: ta introduce any new or to ſhew a.partiality: to an: 
the 5 lente ſyſtems of Divinity already eſtabliſhed: 
but profile, in the courſe of this Hiſtory, to give à cir 
ftantial and impartial account of the different ſyſtems} 
of Religion, and modes of Worſhip, which prevail in the; 
various nations of the World, to trace their riſe a a0 


ceremonies, which, under the ſacred name of RELT610N, 


ever form, or in whatever ſhape they make their appear- 
ance; to endeavour to eſtabliſh in their room, that genuine 


16 3 


The human mind, in its infant tate, reſembles a blank ſu 
ſheet of paper, capable of receiving any impreſſion; you lie 
may write what you pleaſe uponit; and [know that Mankind ſc 
in general, at the firſt view, will pay butlittle regard toa Book er 
or a Perſon, that ſeems to contradict, or expoſe the opinions 1 
which have been handed down to them from their great i dc 
grandfathers and grandmothers, up to the thouſandth ge- w 
neration,and are grown venerable by the ruity tokens which 
$4 bear of . 


9 What, ” ay they, « ſhall we bulieve him before all the a 7 
* world. How dare he have the effrontery to ſuppoſe him- ho 
* ſelf wiſer than ſo many great men, who lived and died in im 
« the belief of thoſe doctrines which he is audacious enough | eve 
% to laugh at.“ It perhaps will not avail to tell them, ; 
that as many great men, have lived and died in the belief, WW 
that Mahomet held converſation with the Angel Gabriel in ten 
the likeneſs of a Pigeon, and that they, at the day of Reſur- and 
rection, ſhall become lille Fleas, and hop into Mabomets wool, I has 
who will transform himſelf into a great Ram, and rranſpor wit! 
when: all rily to Heaven. 5 8 
. : Ro 

Do not apprehend chat l intend to ls RELIGION, vigi 
chat is, if you mean by Religion, Love and Charity to all Y 
-mankind, and that ſort of Benevolence which inſtructs us 
to aſſiſt our fellow creature, let him be Turk or Chriſtian, 
Jew or Gentile. But if your Religion tells you that all who 
are of a different opinion from yourſel, are in a ſtate of re- 
"probation; and that it is laudable to perſecute, and denounce 
all the curſes of the fanatic againſt a Jew, becauſe he believes 
it wrong to eat Pork, or a Papiſt becauſe he believes it right 
to eat Fiſh; I ſhall then be happy. if I can either reaſon or 
Dh you out'of ſuch uncharitable opinions. b 


with the ter is a 'Bigot, 1 18 zealouſly, and ſuperſtiti- 
'oully devoted to any particular ſect. If he is one of thoſe 
Sia ſuppoſe themſelves inſpired, and authoriſed Hy: 2 


Ves 


iti- 
ole 


tent with the Juſtice of the Deity than with his Benevolence 


and, from its very nature and conſtitution, incorruptible 
and immortal. 


5 


ſupernatural power to pronounce damnation on all unbe 
lievers, and who confider all men as ſuch who do not ſub 
ſcrihe to his opinions; I ſhall probably diſpleaſe him 
every ſuch reader being thoroughly perſuaded that he alon 
is right, and I on the contrary, holding every man wrong wh 
does not profeſs UNIVERSAL CHARITY, and all men *U 


who do. | 


In my opinion here! is no blaſphemy ſo horrid, no charg 
againſt the Deity ſo wicked, or ſo abſurd, as that of fying | 
a juſt, nay, a merciful God, made men, gave them paſſions 
hopes, and fears, placed them in ſuch ſituations that 1t wa 
impoſſible they ſhould avoid error, and then puniſhed ther 
e for falling i into it. | 


ee 


The eternity of Hell torments is a dodtiog no leſs inconf 


and I think the opinion of ſome moraliſts, that every crims 
has its puniſhment immediately following 3 its commiſſion 
without any reference to futurity, 18 much more rational 
and conſonant to the attributes of the Divine Being; thoug 
the ſenſe of being accountable is certainly one of the mo 
vigilant guards againſt the ſilent attacks of Vice ff 5 5 


It bab been obſerved by 43 writers thay: we are more 
diſtinguiſhed from the animal world by RELIGION than by 
Reagson, as ſeveral brute creatures diſcover in their AC: 
tions ſomething like a faint glimmering of Rea/on, . ; 
betray in no ſingle circumſtance of their bene an 
thing that bears the leaſt affinity to Devotion. 


Man conſiſts of 1 two parts: a Bovr, like other terreſtri: 
creatures, made of Earth, to which it muſt return, and. 
Sour, peculiar to himſelf, breathed 3 into it by Gop, and con 
ſequently diſtinct from the Body, Spiritual, Intelligent; 


—He is endued with Regfon, which kar, 


- —ñ ;MQ——— 71 —⏑§⏑,ðÜ— --  —— 


(6) 
ay of the eternal wiſdom; he is made — of a ſpiri- 
ual and immortal nature, and, being formed to adore. his 
reator, has dominion over every other creature. The Vaſ- 

al of Heaven, the Lord of the Earth; where, deſtined to 

id the intentions of Nature, he preſides over every other 

eing. He alone is capable of intellectual knowledge, and 

ignified with the faculty of thinking, and of contempla- 

on. God therefore, has made him the ſpectator of the 

univerſe, and the witneſs of his perpetual miracles. The 
ay of Divinity with which he is animated, makes him 

darticipate the myſteries of the Deity. It is by this light 

hat he thinks and reflects, that he perceives and under- 

znds the wonderful operations of his Creator. 


Religion and Man were born rogether. He, placed on a 
lobe, where experince daily taught him his own feebleneſs, 
ought protection from ſurrounding dangers; ; and She was ing, 
daughter of want and gratitude. 


and 

£ „When dread bons rock d the labouring Earth, his 
And hvid Clouds firſt gave the thunder birth; | Pls 
Inſtinctive fear within the human breaſt, . crib, 
The firſt Ideas of a God impreſs d. 5 _ 
Before man was bleſſed by revelation, objects which aſto- 5 
aiſhed, from which he received the greateſt benefits, or from n . 


which he dreaded the greateſt evils, by turns attracted Ve- 
neration.— To the Sun, to the Moon and Stars; to Rivers, 
Seas and Storms, he addreſſed his prayers, and erected his 
Altars. The leſs he knew of the phænomena of Nature, 
he more he believed in hidden powers. All nations have 
Rdored under different names, inviſible ſpirits, either ay 
To 8 for Protection, or deprecating wrath. 


The belief of a Supreme Benevolent Deity, and of ſubordi- 
nate Deities, benevolent and malevolent, is, and has been, 


more univerſal than any other rehgioue.cr creed. Menenlight- 
_ enced 


of all public worſhip in the world. —As to the different 


1 | 
ened by ſublime philoſophy, and a knowledge of the law: 
of Nature, only can behold, and form juſt ideas, of tha 
Divine Being who preſides over the univerſe, or ſuppoſe : 
plurality of Gods abſurd. But Providence has nor left mar 
in an imperfect ſtate, the principles of morality are ſtampec 
on his heart, and none can be ignorant of them, who attend 
to their own perceptions. The natural impreſſions of Re 
ligion and morality, if not obſcured by vicious habits, are 
ſufficient for good conduct; and the Pagan, or the Mahome4 
tan, who faithfully attends to the convictions of his own 
conſcience, wants but the name of a Chriſtian, | 


The foundation, and firſt principle of Religion, is the 
belief of the ons ONLY Gop; and a juſt ſenſe of his Attri 
butes. A Supreme, Divine, Benevolent, Intelligent Be 
ing, endued with all poſſible perfection, power, knowledge 
and goodneſs, —A God pre-exiſting before all things 
and conſequently eternal.— The Belef in his omnipotence 
his infinite wiſdom, his univerſal providence, his holineſt 
juſtice, mercy, and every other attribute, which can be af: 
cribed to a Supreme Almighty Being: and that, not thi 
world and ſyſtem only; but the whole univerſe, is the 
workmanſhip of his hands. 8 THe 


This Great, Eternal Being, is, or ought to be, the object 


modes of worſhip, each ſec prefers their own, and Tknow of 
no infallible judge, or criterion, to decide which is beſt: 
Por ever revered be that mild and heneficent ſpirit whicl 
promotes concord, and teaches us to make no diſtinction 
of Country or Religion; which ſays we are men and bre- 
thren, and that we ought to love and cheriſh every man 
let him be black or white, Jew or Gentile, Pagan or Chrif: 


tian, / he is a good member of Society. 


On taking a curſory ſurvey, and caſting our eyes ove 
the different nations of the Globe, we ſhall find the Earth 


| 


= 
{8 


ill groans with the multitude of temples conſecrated to ¶ the 
or. On viewing the religious rites, ceremonies and I tp] 
uſtoms, which have obtained credit fince the creation, and ¶ the 
ave prevailed both in the Chriſtian and Pagan world, we 

hall find that Superſtition and Prieft-craft, have had, and | 
Will continue to have, a principal ſhare in their eſtabliſh- 
nent and ſupport: that religious impoſtors have triumphed 
ver the credulity of mankind, and have rendered their 
rauds the creeds of ſucceeding generations, during the 
ourſe of many ages; and that we have for near fix thouſand 
rears, been murdering and perſecuting each other for a dif- 
erence in opinion about les, the obſervance of which, 
has no tendency to improve our nature, or mend our moral 
onduct, and conſequently can have no influence on our 
happineſs, either 3 in this world or the next. 


UBlnevdlente, Charity, and a toleration of the errors (as anci 
ve ſuppoſe them) of our neighbours, are virtues of the firſt I by r 
magnitude, but perſecution is a vice which all mankind gene 


mvp to abhor and deteſt. FE | | and 


The Hiſtories of Numa, Zoroaſter, in, and many only 
other founders of both ancient and modern worſhip, teach I veil. 
that moſt religions may be conſidered z as political inſti- and 


tions. 


In every country, the ſame motives * intereſt, and the ſame | ved a 
facts haye combined to furniſnh ſacerdotal bodies with the ment 
ame means to impoſe on the people; and in every country ¶ the p 
the prieſts have made uſe of them. The deſire of the clergy been 
Pas been at all times to be powerful and opulent, and have 
ver endeavoured to attain their ends by vending Hoyt and | their 
Fr AR. The prieſts, wholeſale dealers in theſe commodities, || the p 
(were certain the ſale would be lucrative. Man ſay they, I ty, a 
® s rimid; there will conſequently be moſt got by the ſale I count 

f the laſt article. But to whom ſhall we ſell it? To the 
Sinners... And to whom fell Zope? To the Penitents, Thus 


(SE 
o | the ſinner is conſtantly a ſlave to the prieſt; and by the mul 
d |} tiplication of fins, which promotes the ſale of indulgences, 
d |} the power and riches of the clergy has increaſed. To effect 
re || which, it was neceſſary to create ſuch crimes as honeſt men 
d || might commit. The prieſts therefore in ſome countries, 
i= | ordained that the leaſt liberties between the two ſexes, i even 
d che mere deſire of pleaſure, ſhould be a fin. They alſo in- 
ir ſtituted a great number of ſuperſtitious ceremonies, and 
ce WM ordered every individual to obey them; the neglect, or non- 
d I obſervance of which, they declared to be the greateſt of 
t- all crimes. Theſe rites and ceremonies, more or leſs nu- 
hn, | merous, in different nations and communities, are every 
al where held ſacred, and ſecure to the prieſthood an authority: 
ir over the People. 


Whenever curioſity prompts 1 us to trace the origin o 
ancient nations, our reſearches are ſtopped or bewildered 
by mythology, which preſents us with Gods and Heroes, 
generally allegorical or fabulous. The earlieſt traditions; 
and records of all the moſt celebrated nations, are ob- 
{cured by their fabulous hiſtory, and we are able to obtain 
y I only a faint and doubtful glimpſe of truth through this 
:h If veil of allegory; which the ancients be with religious 
i- and enthuſiaſtic reverence. | 


The firſt organized nations, of which kiſtory has 1 
ne ved any records, preſent us with regular ſyſtems of Govern- 
he ment, upon the erroneous and miſchievous plan of keeping 
ry the people i in ignorance. The Bramins in India have long 
gy been the depoſitaries of all the learning and knowledge of 
ve |ff that country, and ſtill poſſeſs the excluſive right of reading 
ad their tacred Looks, and communicating their contents to 
es, the people. In Egypt, we find from the remoteſt antiqui- 
y, iy, a regular ſyſtem of concealment,—In this celebrated 
le country man firſt ſought, and firſt beheld the light of 
he | ſcience, whoſe radiance, diffuſing itſelf over Greece and 
us Rome, has ſucceſlix 2 enlightened the reſt of the World. 5 


( 10 ) 

his ancient people, deſcendents of Miſraim, grandſon of 
Noah, might like the Ifraclites, have received the light of 
evelation from their common Father; and, if they have 
obſcured its pure flame, the leader of the Hebrews, has 
reſtored its luſtre, Contemplating the vaulted heavens, 
and admiring the marvellous order of the univerſe, the 
Egyptians held the Sun and Moon to be eternal Deities, 
and paid them particular adoration, under the titles of the 
k ing and Queen of Heaven. But the prieſts, and thoſe 
5 pnitiated i into the knowledge of their ſacred myſteries, did 
not believe that Idolatry they taught the people; they placed 
an inviſible ſpirit above the ſtars, to whom they imputed 
the wonderous harmony of the univerſe; and it is reaſon- 
able to ſuppoſe, their firſt doctrine was, that wy luminous 
bodies were Zoe Work 7 Los | : 5 1 


The an received their Religion and knowledge ade 
from their Egyptian brethren; and Orpheus, initiated in reſſ 
the Egyptian myſteries, firſt brought their religious pre 

= a into Greece, and ſung them in harmonious verſe. yo 


The Greeks eagerly received the Religion Orpheus _ 
lung, glowing with the primitive ideas which the ancient div 
Egyptians entertained on the Origin of things, Philoſophers 
ſpread a veil over it, impenetrable to the Vulgar; and 
Poets. perſonifying the elements, compoſed a fabulous Mut 
cheogeny; and the religious opinions of Egypt were long diſc 
preſerved in the temples of Greece. * 


| In the ſanctuaries of their temples, the Egyptian prieſts 
ſecluded their ſublime doctrines, either tranſmitted by the 4 
firſt men, or imagined by their own genius, from the efforts | II 
fof reaſon, and the ſtudy of Aſtronomy. Having enveloped the 1 
chem in allegories which themſelves only could unfold, the, 
[they kept the people in total ignorance, and favoured their tho 


[Idolatry. The original worſhip was gradually loſt; and I ©? be 
the people, deceived by their prieſts, who gave them only | ed b 


gls or.incapable of concerving an infinite ſpirit,which 


fore which they humbled themſelves with ſubmiſſive ve 


and worſhip, ſimilar to the above, was obſerved among 


and the practiſing of ſacred myſteries conſtituted a princi 


the Chriſtian Councils, which the people were enjoined} 


1 
every where marks the preſence of the Deity, yet ever 
where eſcapes our ſenſes, honoured his works, to which 
they addreſſed their offerings and prayers: and from th 


attributes of the Deity perſonified, the prieſts formed a fa 
bulous theolgy; which the people holding ſacred, and be 


neration, were led to worſhip chimerical Gods. 
A distinction between 4 and publick knowledg 
the Perſians, and in the ſchools of the Grecian Philoſophers 


pal part of the religious ceremonials of Greece anc 
Rome. 


The teachers of Chriſtianity very early imitated and 
adopted the policy and practice of the Heathens in th 
reſpect; over the plain and ſimple truths of the Goſpel 
ſpreading a veil of myſtery and ſuperſtition, unintellicibt 
either to themſelves or the reſt of mankind; and railing 
ſuperſtructure on the foundation, never intended by it 
divine author, Chriſtian blood flowed in copious ſtream 
during their contentions for opinions, and ereeds of thei 
own invention: and the country in which thoſe: diving 
truths were firſt promulgated, is now poſſeſſed by the 
diſciples of an impoſtor, who, however made it a diſtinguiſn 
ing part of his creed, and whoſe followers ſtill continue td 
addreſs the Chriſtian world in this emphatical language 
1 che name of the ONE ONLY Goh.“ 


In ander to ſupport doe i ious doctrines, and checl « 
the ſpirit of inquiry after TRUTH, creeds were iſſued from 


tho” altogether unintelligible, on pain of eternal damnation 
to believe. The peruſal of the Scriptures was monopoliz 
ed by the prieſts, and the benefit ariſing from a contempla 
tion of the divine truths therein contained, not only deniec 


1% 


he people, by prohibiting the uſe of a vernacular tranſl#- 


country, performed i in the latin language. 
Notwithſtanding Ge of theſe Sei have you 


oo much of that bigotry and ſuperſtition which marked 
he characters of our anceſtors, and the legiſlature ſeems un- 
villing to reſcind any of thoſe errors and abuſes which are 
o obvious and glaring in the eyes of the world. A free in- 
quiry is {till, in moſt proteſtant churches, diſcouraged, and, 
as far as is poſſible, without the infliction of pains and 
penalties, prohibited, by making the recital of certain for- 
mularies of belief, a part of the ordinary worſhip, and by 
ſtigmatizing any deviation from the eſtabliſhed faith, with 
he odium of Hereſy. Thus, over the plain truths of Re- 
igion, a veil of myſtery has been artfully thrown, and the 
people are trained to an implicit acquieſcence intheir creeds, 
and the doctrine of their prieſts, who are ſenfible, that a 
free ſearch after truth, and the univerſal diſſemination of 


they have uſurped over the purſes, the conſciences, and un- 
derſtandings of the reſt of mankind. Had the early fathers 
of the Chriſtian Church, inſtead of perplexing the world 

vith abſtruſe queſtions and incomprehenſible myſteries, 


rules of Chriſtian morals, or had our modern reformers, 
inſtead of imitating their example, purſued this plan, it is 
impoſſible to ſay, how univerſal Chriſtianity might have 
been at this time. | 


to be about 800 millions; of theſe 170 millions are Chris- 
tians (that is people generally denominated ſuch, viz. 50 
millions of Proteſtants, zo millions of the Greek and Ar- 
* enian churches, and 90 millions of CathoRes,) g'millions 


of 


10n, but all publick devotions, were in every Chriſtian 


removed by the reformation, yet we ſtill ardently retain 


knowledge, willmilitate againſt their intereſt, and the power. 


employed themſelves in teaching the ſimple principles and 


The number of W on this . 18 W | 


623) 


of Jews, 140 millions of Mahometans, and 481 millions 
of Pagans, 


| Now to. Sen that a few followers of any particular 
JoArink or Sect of Chriſtians, are the ſole heirs of ſalva- 
tion, and that all the reſt of mankind, not only of the pre- 
ſent, but of many paſt generations, are condemned to ſuffer 
eternal torments, in a future ſtate of exiſtence, is ſuch a 
glaring abſurdity, and ſo inconſiſtent with the attributes of 
a SUPreme Being, that one would 1magine the bare mention 
of it, was ſufficient for its refutation. Vet this is a doctrine 
held forth by the go millions, and alſo by the major part of 
the 50 * of thoſe denominated Chriſtians, and con- 
ſtitutes a part of the formular y of their faith and worſhip. 

If we belong to No particular church, we may practiſe 
that great, that primary worſhip, which is the foundation 
of all others: and though we do not fear God according; 
to the tenets of any one ſeminary, we may worſhip him on 
the broad ſcale of Nature. The. Supreme Being does not 
reſide in any particular churches or communities; he is 
equally preſent in the woods and the plains, and here his: 
juſtice and divine attributes, may be as well underſtood and 
felt, as in the moſt ſumptuous temples. Each worſhip has 
its peculiar political tendency; here it has none but to in- 
ſpire gratitude and truth; and here we obtain no other Idea 
of the Supreme Being, than that of the Univerſal Father of 
all mankind. Mature, the miniſter of his irrevocable com- 
mands, the depoſitary of his immutable decrees, never devi- 
ates from the laws he has preſcribed to her. She alters no 
part of his original plan: but in all her operations, ſhe ex- 


hibits the ſeal of the Eternal Lord of the univerſe, ' And 


here that man muſt be b/ind, who, from the moſt wiſe and 
excellent diſpoſal of things, cannot immediately perceive; 
the infinite wiſdom and goodneſs of their Almighty Creator, 
and he muſt be mad, who refuſes to acknowledge them. 

1 333 Here 


0 . 
Here we can look ard with a certain benevolence, 1 
eee by fear, which does honor to God, as well preſ 
Jas ourſelves, as it preſents him to our imagination, a wiſe, |} us t 
merciful, and powerful Being, free from malice, and far too tho 
ighty to think of wreaking his vengeance upon things ſo Pei. 
Eüinſtely beneath him, as we muſt feel ourſelves, when oe. 
ve contemplate his works. Here we learn to avoid Goc 
that confuſed chaos of ridiculous opinions, abſurd cere- ter 
monies, impious ſacrifices, and deteſtable principles. which opir 
Idolatry and Superſtition, the daughter and mother of the 
Ignorance and corruption of heart, has brought forth, to Virt 
the reproach of human reaſon and underſtanding. Here 

we learn to converſe filently with ourſelves, to commune T 
with our own hearts, to regulate our conduct by the prin- in t 
Ciples of pure Religion, ſound philoſophy and morality, I have 
independent of any particular Sect, or ſyſtem: to reſign ¶ pun 
purſelves to the dictates of our own conſcience, a reſource the 
to which every virtuous mind may conſtantly reſort, draw the} 
from it its own conſolation and ſupport, and reconcile it, I its 
under all the various viciſſitudes of human life, to the pufil 
: iſpenſations of providence. And here we experience a 

ommunion which language cannot expreſs, a worſhip MW It 
that wants not the aid of words, Nor is it to be defined N ha! 
Iby an harmony of ſounds, in which we approach the || «mo 
facred author of unutterable love. peop 


- To form worthy notions of the Supreme Being, as far I enjoi 
$ we are capable, is eſſential to true Religion and morality. the r 
an thoſe who think of God with ſervile dread and terror, Wl it is 
as of a gloomy Tyrant armed with almighty power to | frien 
torment and deſtroy them, be ſaid to believe in the true | 

God. Can thoſe who expect to pleaſe God by eruelty to Br 
emſelves, or to their fellow creatures, by horrid puniſh- than 
ments of their own bodies for the fin of their Souls, or, with 
by more horrid perſecution of others for difference of ¶ fewe 
n, be called true believers. 


True 


1 
Ice, True devotion is not a melancholy ſentiment that de- 
ell preſſes the ſpirits, and excludes the ideas of pleaſure; let 
; P P 5 S; 
iſe, [us therefore baniſh from our hearts, thoſe mental horrors 


too thoſe gloomy apprehenſions reſpecting the cruelty of the 
10 Deity: for the melancholy gloom theſe precepts diffuſe 


zen over the minds of the weak and timid, by repreſenting 
01d God to be a horrible, inconceivable inviſible tyrant, that 
re- eternally damns poor honeſt ſimple people for an error in 
ich opinion, has certainly been one of the greateſt enemies to 
ot the promulgation, and univerſal prevalence of true Religion, 
to i Virtue, and Morality. e | | 


Ne The Religion that is joyful, ſuppoſes a noble confidence 
N- in the goodneſs of the Supreme Being. Why wou'd you 
ty, have him reſemble an eaſtern Tyrant? Why make him 
3N FF puniſh ſlight faults with eternal torment; and thus put 
ce the name of the Divinity at the bottom of the portrait o 

W | the Devil? Why oppreſs the Soul with a load of fear, break 
It, its ſprings, - and of a worſhiper of Jeſus, make a vile, 
ne pufilanimous ſlave. e 6 | 5 


ip It is the malignant who paint a malignant God: and 
-d what greatly impedes the reception of Religion, even 
1c IN among the well diſpoſed, is that garment of ſadneſs in which 

people delight to ſuppoſe her dreſſed; and that life of hard 

auſterity, and pining abſtinence, which they pretend ſhe 
ir enjoins her diſciples. And it were well if this was only 
„the miſrepreſentation of her declared enemies: unhappily, 
r, it is the too frequent miſconception of her injudicious 
9 if friends. 8 


0 But ſuch an overcharged picture is not more anamiable 
chan it is nlite: for I will venture to affirm, that Religion, 
, with all her beautiful and becoming ſanctity, impoſes 
f I fewer ſacrifices, not only of rational, but of pleaſurable 
enjoyment, than the uncontrouled dominion of any one 
5 e | vice 


Her ſervice is not on perfect _— but perfect 


vice. 
freedom. 


Religion does not encourage men to fly from ſociety, 

and hide themſelves in ſolitudes: to renounce the gene- 
rous and important duties of active life, for the viſionary, 
cold, and fruitleſs * of an Hermitage, or a Cloiſter. 


i 8 RE its true purpoſe, when the man who is 
jut humane toward his brethren, and diſtinguiſhed for 


his talents and virtues, 1s not aflured: of the favour of 


heaven: when a momentary defire, a burſt of paſſion, or 
the omiſſion of a mals, can deprive him of it for ever. 


51 can never believe that the rewards of heaven, can be 


made the price of trifling religious operations, ceremonies 
and .obſervances, which convey a diminutive idea of the 
Eternal God, and a falſe conception of virtue: or that 
they can ever be aſſigned to faſting, haircloth, blind ſub- 
ba, ſolitude, ſelf-caſtigation; and other ſtupid virtues, 
that are uſeleſs to ourſclves, ang to ſociety. | 


Whatever renders religion more rational, renders it more 
credible; and he, who, endeavouring to recover the ſimpli- 
city of the Goſpel from beneath that load of unauthorized 
additions, which the ignorance of ſome ages, and the 
learning of others, the ſuperſtition of weak, and the craft 
of deſigning men, have (unhappily for its intereſ) heaped 
upon it; and, by an examination of its principles and 
effects, diſmiſles trom the ſyſtem any one article, which 
contradicts the apprehenſion, the experience, or the reaſon 
of mankind; does more towards recommending the belief, 
and with the belief, the influence of Chriſtianity, to the 
underſtandings and conſciences of ſerious cnquirers, and 
through them to univerſal reception and authority, than 
can be effected by a thouſand contenders for creeds and 


ordinances of human eſtabliſhment. 
A 


the real Saint; none wears ſo ſimple, mieek, or charitablg 


tion. And, on drawing the compariſon, we ſhall find thi 


kind, are as abſurd as mandates to dire& the courſe of 
the winds, and penalties inflicted to enforce conformity 
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of all the n of Religion ever held out to. man 
kind; by the Hypocrite, the Enthuſiaſt, the Impoſtar, ol 


an aſpect as that promulgated by Jzsvs of Nazareth. and 
his immediate diſciples, A Religion which diffuſed 
among the people, a pure, benevolent, and univerſal 
ſyſtem of Ethics, adapted to every duty and every con- 
dition of life; recommended as the will and treaſon © f 
the Supreme Deity, and enforced by the ſanction of eter 
nal rewards and puniſhments. How melancholy the 
conſideration that no ſyſtem of Religion was ever 10 
much perverted to deſtroying the Poe: Property, lives 
and liberty of the human race. 


Since none of thoſe 'ma lignant qualities are found it 
the principles of this Religion, the numerous evils attend 
ing its eſtabliſhment, muſt have aroſe from the unjuſtifi- 
able means uſed by its pretended votaries in its propaga 


life and precepts of 'the great founder of the Chriſtian 
Faith, very different from the manners and principles o 
thoſe who now aſſume that ſacred profeſſion, 


Whatever Religion is incapable of making proſelytes, 
and convincing mankind of the truth of its doctrines, 
and the divinity of its eſſence, without the alliance, or 
coercion of the civil power, that religion is not divine. 


0 made to reſtrain the religious opinions of man- 


to any certain mode of worſhip, are ſo many inſults to 


the Ach and to > the human undetſtanding. . 
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N 
When Superſtition and Prieſt-craft overſpread this 
Iſland, and involved the ignorant inhabitants in darkneſs; 
before learning had enlightened the underſtandings of 
mankind, and opened the way to liberty and freedom: the 
ignorant people, led in the bands of oppreſſion and tyranny, 
were wont to look up to the Clergy with the moſt en- 
thuſiaſtic awe and veneration, who, taking every àdvan- 
tage of their credulity, departed ſo far from their original 
foundation, and from the gracious miſſion they had 
accepted, as to incur the juſt cenſure of the few who had 
witdom ſufficient to detect their ſhallow artifices. Not 
content with amaſſing immenſe ſums by their rapacity 
in gathering the TiTHEs, &c. and thereby impoveriſhing 
the people, they. exerciſed the moſt wanton cruelties upon 
mankind. They concealed under the garb of Religion, 
'the moſt dangerous weapons, and made it a cloak to 
cover more horrid acts of cruelty and injuſtice than ever 
| diſgraced the reign of a Nero, or any other tyrant upon 
[earth. Os 
| TiTHEs were at firſt inſtituted for the benefit of the 
poor, but the deſtribution being entruſted to the Clergy, 
they-ſfoon appropriated them to their own uſe. They are 
[the © greateſt diſcouragement to Agriculture that can 
poſſibly be conceiyed, and particularly the cultivation of 
[common and waſte Lands, which in our preſent increaſed 
[fate of population is much wanted in this Country. They 
tend to deſtroy the peace and harmony of the pariſh, are a 
continual ſource of contention between the parſon and his 
pariſhoners, weaken the effects of his advice, and promote 
immorality. For one man to be allowed to take the tenth 
of the produce, a tenth of the fruits of the labour and 
expence of the land-holders of all ranks, for which he him- 
ſelf has laboured very little, perhaps not at all, either 
ſpiritually or temporally, (for many pariſhes are ſerved by 
5 5 Curztes 


© I 


Cuttings at a very ſmall expence to che Rectors) is a bee 
ous cuſtom, ſhocking to humanity, and fo inconſiſtent 
with the nature of a free conſtitution, and the practice of 
other proteſtant Churches, that I am ſurpriſed it has been 
ſuffered ſo long to. exiſt in a civilized and Chriſtian 
country, and that a Legiſlature, nt ag in the 8 8 
berg will contend for, or admit of 1 ME. Rs 


The great hardſhip and enormous impoſitions the con- 
ſciencious principle of the Quakers, in refuſing to pay 
Tithes (the reſult of a firm conviction that a forced main- 
tenance for preaching the Goſpel, is contrary to the true 
principles of Chriſtianity) every year ſubjects them under 
the preſent mode of diſtraining for the ſmall Tithes, 
Church-rates, Eaſter-dues, &c. calls aloud for a ſpeedy 
reformation; and as this might be effected without the 
revenue of the church being at all impaired or injured by 
it, a ſtop ſhould immediately be put to the nefarious prac- 
tices made viſe of in the preſent mode of collecting them; 
ſo contrary to the ſpirit of all Laws, human or divine; and 
ſo inconſiſtent with every principle of Legiſlation," © 
Religion, of common Juſtice, or ſound policy. 


The Eccleſiaſtical eſtabliſhment ; in France, previous to 
the revolution, was, eighteen Arch—Biſhops hundred 
and nine Biſhops, ſixteen generals of religious orders, two 
hundred and fifty-ſeven commanderies of Malta, five 
hundred and fifty-fix Abbeys of Nuns, one thouſand three 
hundred and fifty-fix Abbeys of Monks, one thouſand two 
hundred and forty Priories, fourteen thouſand and — 
ſeven Convents, one hundred and twenty-two thouſand fix 
hundred Monks, eighty-two thouſind Nuns; and the reve- 
nue levied upon the community, to ſapport all this oſtentas 
tious parade of ſuperſtition and prieſt-craft, was the 
enormous ſum of three hundred and twelve millions 0 
Livers, or about twenty-ſix Millions of Pounds ſterling 
ker Aman. „ SS How 


| . Wy 


| ment, where only the ſnall ſum of one hundred and ſixty- 


notwithſtanding the rapaciouſneſs with which they are 


nameſake, I will venture to predict, that the Anti- 
alt approaching to its final diſſolution. 


I have no doubt but as great a revolution, both in 
Religion and Politics, as that lately effected in France, will, 
at no. very diſtant period, take pl 
guiſition be ſent to Hell, where it was forged®*, and that 
the Inhabitants of South America will aſſert their Freedom 
and e as well as their Northren Brethren. 


The abject ſpirit which is produced by religious dike poli- 
ical ſuperſtition, may be convenient in a ſtate of oppreſſion; ; 


lan l chan an ignorant people.. 


I we are bebe ſubjects, what is it to the governs 


ne civil power in Spain, lately interfered againſt a ſentence of the Taquifition, 
and delivered a victim of eccleſiaſtical tyranny and ſuperſtition from his dungeon. 
-The emphatical expreſſion made uſe of by the a on this occaſion, deſerves 
particular notice, —* It is you, Hypcerites, wretches like you, why have 
by 4 on — uche Revolutions of io „ 


How great the contraſt between this and our eſtabliſh- 
ix thouſand ſeven hundred pounds a: year, in this and our 
ſter Kingdom, is allotted for the maintenance of forty-eight 
; erſons, the bumble ſucceſſors of a poor fiſher-man of Galllee. 
A ſumptuous worſhip exhauſts a nations i and, | 


preſent, in ſome countries collected, yet, without any 
Pretenſions of poſſeſſing the prophetic ſpirit of my evangeli- 


hriſtian reign. of Tithes and Prieſts, is univerſally, ack | 


ace in Spain, and the 


dut a government which purſues by direct means, the a 
honeſt end of the public good, will, unqeſtionably, con- 
duct its operations with greater facility and effect over 9 


ment under which we live, how, and in what manner we 


6 


"® think fit to. addreſs our prayers to the Supmpncs Being, | 
All religious ſocieties ſhould be permitted, peaceably to | 
r | manage the concerns of their own little republicks, with- 
+ | out being forced to. pay contributions to prieſts they 
e. never hear, and to temples they never enter. Did one 

and the ſame religious opinion pervade the whole race of 
1. | mankind, uniformity in public worſhip would be * and 
_ venues "Oy dee and divine. Ry 


In the dark ages, when tyranny 15 i * the 
hand, and promiſed her great emoluments to enter into 
d a mutual alliance, the people were too much oppreſſed by 

|| the one, and deluded. by the ſuperſtition of the other, t 
diſcern the fatal conſequences. flowing from a contend 
between the Throne and the Altar. But in this enlightened 
l. age, every attempt to controul freedom of thinking, is a 

- ſtep towards bringing Regan into contempt. = 


— 


In order t to judge rationally, v we muſt reſolve to chink| 
for ourſelves, and not believe any doctrines, any opinions, 
any books, or any man's aſſertions, however wiſe or holy, 
ſuch. may be reputed, without firſt examining them, and 
being certain that our reaſon is convinced. 4 
| Some men, 8 their piety at che expence of 
' their underſtanding, and others, with a view to promote 
the intereſts of ſuperſtition and prieſtcraft, have fabricated 
_ doctrines. repugnant to the firſt principles of reaſon, and 
derogatory to the character of the righteous governor of 
the world; many of which doctrines diveſt him of juſtice, 
of equity, and benevolence. Theſe doctrines are fancy rted 
=, | by their votaries, with nothing but a few texts of ſcripture, 
on. | defached from their natural connexion and import: or 
ve | With metaphorical OI and allufions literally un- 

6 e e 
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There is one — conſideration concerning the folly 


. Ns, but his eee, 


- How truly 1 wad rublime 3 the great Goſpel 
3 yſtzm appear when viewed upon this univerſal. plan? 
rio worthy of God? How ſuited to the real wants and 
l exigences of Man? And how contracted and illiberal, on 
the other hand, that ſectarian ſpirit, which hath fo long 
$divided the Chriſtian world, by which faith hath been 


Heart. 


Where is the Religion that does not inſtruc us to love 
p irtue, and deteſt Vice? Let all Religions therefore be 
tolerated. 
Eternal Being, in the manner they think beſt, does an 
error in judgment deſerve expulſion from ſociety i ? And 
is force the proper way to win the heart, and bring the 
ſwerving mand to a true ſenſe of Religion, 


Since the Great, Eternal, Incomprehenſible Being, the 
n of mercy, and the ſource of love; whoſe Sun 
lights equally the Chriſtian and the Atheiſt: whoſe ſhowers 
equally nouriſh the fields of the believers and the infidels, 
tolerates all religions, and ſeeing that diverſity of opini- 
ons does not prevent him from being a beneficient father 
to all mankind; ſhall we then his feeble creatures, be 
leſs indulgent, and attempt to ſpread our Religion with 
the point of the ſword. May ſuch erroneous princi- 


to all men whoſe tenets differ from ours, and let all 
unnatural 


\ 


a all violent religious diſputes, which ſeems to carry 
onviction with it the moment it is mentioned: which 
s, that the goodneſs of any perſon does not conſiſt in | his 


*Xalced at the expence of love, and mere opinions of 
the Head have —— over the fineſt e of the 


Let all mankind pay their worſhip to the 


ples never harbour in our breaſts; but let us be indulgent | 
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unnatural nn in point of conſcience be baniſhed 
from our hearts: let every true Chriſtian join in the 
wiſh, that each revolving year may weaken the ſhafts of 
tyranny and oppreſſion, and reſtore to mankind ſome of 
thoſe 77ghts which have been ſo long, and ſo grosſly inſult- 
ed and” violated. Let the ſhameful chains of religious 
tyranny be parted aſunder, and the ſweet . of fra- 


ternal amity unite all mankind. 


From what 1 have 3 ſaid in a preface, i it perhaps | 
may be the wiſh of ſome readers, on peruſing ſo large | 
a treatiſe as this, on the ſubject of Religion,* to know 
what Religion the Author was off. I will in very few 


** 


words ſatisfy his curioſity in this particular. e 


I am a CHRISTIAN, and, | 

« Slave to no Sect, I take no private road., J 
But look through Nerf, up to Nature 8 God.“ : j 
«| 


We are Sen told in facred wie that, ſeven. 0 
teen or eighteen hundred years ago, God was no reſpecter 


of ferſens. I as firmly believe, that, in the preſent age 


* This Hiſtory is intended to be compriſed in one large folio Volume, 


and generation of the world, the Great, Supreme Creator, 
Governor and preſerver, not of this world and ſyſtem 
only, but of the whole univerſe; is no re/pefer of Religions, 
« but of every Nation, Kindred, Tongue, and People, 


* Thoſe that fear Him, and work Righteouſneſs, will be accept- 
ed of Him.” And if the enfuing pages, by exhibiting 
to view, the frivolous, ſuperſtitious, and abſurd cauſes, 
which has occaſioned ſuch a deluge of human blood, and 
been the pretence for murdering, (I can give it no 
milder epithet) ſo * millions of che human Species, 


both 
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bak in this kriRidn ndl the Pagan world, (hond have any 
{tendency to eradicate from the minds of my country-men 
{for 1 have not the vanity to ſuppoſe _ will ever be 
tranſlated into any other language) narrow confin- 
ed prejudices, with reſpect to Rel gs, which ſtill fubſiſt, 
and are, even in this enlightened age, too predominant 
Lone mankind; and introduce in their room, more 
Ekeed ideas of the SurR RUE BEING, and that Mild, 
N Charitable, Benevolent, and truly Chriſtian principle, 
Phich is ſo. peculiarly and ſtrenuouſſy inculeated in the 
; doctrines of the PROPHET AND PRINCE of PEACE; 
Fi Will afford me the higheſt pleaſure and ſatisfaction, 

I ſhall then think that weir Berg . 5 HAVE: NY 


T n ſpent in vain. 


Aer 1 to che reader, for a How? 1 
eh coinciding with my on ſentiments) which 1 
ave borrowed from other Authors, I ſhall conclude łheſe 
reflections with the ſum total of both my Religion and 
Politics, in four lines, from an author, wel has Fore aid 
more to the purpoſe, than many others, who have wrote 
on the lame ſubjects, have done in four Volumes. 


4 For modes. of Faith, FR Srcateſs Zealots ebe: 
* His can't be wrong, whoſe LPR is in the fi | „ 
nd we 2 modes oß Government, let Fools So 

hate er is wo aue is Bren.“ 9 8 
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